Basic Hat requirements:

Below are three separate hat patterns (they increase in difficulty from first to last) - but all of them make a hat with a folded rim with a 23" circumference.  You can use another pattern if you'd like, as long as you end up with a hat with a folded rim, with an approximate 23-24" circumference.

All hats should be returned to Jewish Volunteer Connection at 1515 Reisterstown Road by Friday, December 12th in order to be organized for Mitzvah Day.  If you need to arrange for pick-up, please contact JVC by December 5.

Contact Jennie Gates Beckman at Jewish Volunteer Connection, 410-843-7476 or jbeckman@associated.org for more information.

Simple Hat 
Instructions for knitting flat then seaming

Note to new knitters: this looks more complicated than it is.  Once you know the abbreviations things look much easier.  Sit yourself down next to an experienced knitter and just dive in!

Worsted weight yarn

Gauge of 4.5 st/in on US8 straight needles
need 7 stitch markers (this can be as simple as a contrasting loop of yarn – no need to buy!)
cast on 106 stitches
Right side: K2, P2.  Wrong side: P2, K2.  Continue for 4 inches.  

Change to stockinette (knit on the right side, purl on the wrong side) and knit for 4 inches.

Crown shaping:

Setup row: On wrong side row, purl 14, place marker, *purl 13, place marker* 
repeat ** 6 times, purl to end.  (should have added 7 stitch markers)

Right side: K1, K2tog, *K to marker, slip marker, K2tog*

repeat ** at each marker, k to end.

Wrong side: Purl to end.

Repeat these two rows until there are 34 stitches left.  Remove markers during last purl row. Cut yarn leaving a long tail (~20"), thread this through all the stitches twice, slide stitches off needle, and pull tight to gather.  Use long tail to sew up the seam using the mattress stitch (see knittinghelp.com).

Simple Hat
Instructions for knitting in the round

Note to new knitters: this looks more complicated than it is.  Sit yourself down next to an experienced knitter and just dive in!

Worsted weight yarn

Gauge of 4.5 st/in on US8 16″ circular and set of 5 double-pointed needles (dpns).

need 3 stitch markers

cast on 104 stitches
K2, P2 for 4 inches.    

Change to stockinette (knit on the right side, purl on the wrong side) and knit for 4 inches.

Crown shaping:

Setup Row: 
place marker at beginning of round, 
*knit 26 stitches, place marker*, repeat 2 times.

Next round: 
K2tog, *Knit to next marker, K2tog*, repeat * * twice more.

Repeat this round until 32 stitches remain (switching to dpns when necessary). 

Remove markers on last row.

Cut about a 6" tail, thread through all stitches twice, pull tight and weave in ends.

Recipe for 2×2 Rib Scrap-Striped Cap








Yarn for hat pictured: Green Mountain Spinnery Mountain Mohair. Probably 1.4 skeins total ( roughly 200 yds.)  This yarn is similar to Brown Sheep Lamb’s Pride Worsted.

Gauge: 4 st/in on US8 16″ circular and set of 5 dpns.

CO 80 stitches, k2 p2 for 8 inches (changing colors as scraps dictate). Place marker at start of round. *k2 k2 for 20 stitches, place marker* repeat from * * twice, then start crown decreases.

Crown decrease: *After marker, k1, ssk, continue in k2 p2 pattern (according to row below) to next marker* repeat 3 more times per round.

Decrease every round (switching to dpns when required) until 32 stitches remain. Cut a 12″ length of yarn and use yarn needle to thread clockwise through all stitches, twice. 
weave in ends.

ssk – slip, slip, knit – if you google ssk there’s a fantastic YouTube instructional video that pops up as one of the top 5 results!  If you’re not into googleing – ask an experienced knitter.
